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AGENDA of the General Assembly of the Scandinavian Society of Anaesthesiology and Intensive 
Care Medicine June held at the SSAI Congress in Bergen, Thursday, June 16th, 2011 at 17:15 in 
meeting hall Klokkeklang (Level 0) 
 
Opening of the General Assembly 

1. Election of chairman for the Meeting 

2. Report from the President and the Board 

3. Report from the Committees  
a) Educational Committee 
b) Clinical Practice Committee 
c) Research Committee 
d) The Acta Committee 

4. Report Acta Foundation  

5. Report from the Congress President 

6. Financial report SSAI 
a) Submission of audited annual account for the foregoing years for approval 
b) Submission of a budget for the next two years for approval 

7. Relief of responsibility for the Board 

8. Decision of membership fee based on the recommendation from the Board 

9. Election of 
a. Auditors 
b. President 
c. General Secretary 

10. The SSAI homepage 

11. Proposals  

12. Future plans for the 32th SSAI Congress in Turku 

13. Future plans for the 33th SSAI Congress in Reykjavik 

14. Any other business 

15. Closing 
 
 
 
Eldar Søreide Sigridur Kalman 
President Secretary General 
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MINUTES 
 
The General Assembly was opened by President Eldar Søreide. 
 

1. Gisli H.Sigurdsson was elected chairman for the meeting. Johan Lundberg and Sven 
Eric Gisvold was elected auditors for the Minutes from the General Assembly. 

 
2. A short report from the Board was given by President Eldar Søreide.  

The main issue for the society is to promote the scientific and professional 
development of anaesthesiology. This is partly done by securing the publishing of Acta 
Anaesthesiologica Scandinavica and by arranging a Scandinavian congress every other 
year. The concept of combined national and SSAI meetings have become a major 
success as demonstrated in Gothenburg, Odense and now in Bergen. The last years 
have been successful with discussion and interest in the position paper. 
 
During the last decade the post resident educational training have increased and 
become a major activity of the Society. There was a well attended meeting with all the 
educational committees in Copenhagen during the autumn where ideas were shared 
and standardisation of roles and rules were attempted. The interest for the Clinical 
Practice Committee work is increasing with the guidelines being among the most often 
downloaded articles from the Acta Journal. 

 
3. Report of the Committees. 

a. The Acta Committee report. 
 
Publishers report:  
There are 656 Institutional subscriptions (from 711) and there are more than 4 000 
institutions that have access through lincense program.  
There are 3 984 member subscriptions (from 3 986), downloads now amounts to 
247 483 (from 215 930) and 26 200 copies of reprints have been sold.  
 
The submissions: 
There have been a total of 814 (from 959) submissions. From submission there 
were 132 (from 196) case reports of which 4 % was accepted, 73 (from 131) letters 
to the editor of which 34 % was accepted, 26 (from 30) reviews of which 50 % was 
accepted and 10 (from 10) editorials of which 100 % was accepted. 
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Editorial handling time (in days): 
 
 First decision Final decision 

 2007 41 62 

 2008  37 56 

 2009 37 54 

 2010 35 47 
 

Impact factor 

 2006 1.86 

 2007 1.72 

 2008 1.95 

 2009 2.26 

 2010 ?  
 
Cost reduction have been obtained by making online subscription for members 
possible and decreasing the paper weight in the journal. Editorial board expenses 
have been decreased and editorial assistant is bought from Oxford to a lower price 
than earlier. 
 
Summary:  
The Acta journal is very successful with an increasing number of subscriptions, 
citations and surplus. The journal mostly publish articles on clinical investigations in 
anaesthesiology. There are many submissions and the Impact Factor is increasing all 
the time. 

 
a. The Educational Committee report was given by Chair Per Kristian Hyldmo. The 

Educational Committee consist of Leila Niemi-Kurola from Finland, new Chair from July 
2011, Helle Thy Østergaard from Denmark, Karin Löwhagen from Sweden, Einar Örn 
Einarson from Iceland and Per Kristian Hyldmo from Norway, past Chair as of now.  
 
On-going Advanced Educational Programmes – AEPs: 

 Intensive Care Medicine: 13th started January 2011 

 Paediatric Anaesthesia and Intensive Care: Now two-year, starting in September 2011 

 Advanced Pain Medicine: 5th running now 

 Critical Emergency Medicine: 2nd starting in September 2011 

 Advanced Obstetric Anaesthesia: 2nd starting in September 2011 

Journal

Total 

Cites

Impact 

Factor Articles

PAIN 25665 5.37 262

ANESTHESIOLOGY 21357 5.35 281

REGION ANESTH PAIN M   2507 4.16 87

BRIT J ANAESTH 11136 3.83 220

EUR J PAIN 2746 3.37 143

ANESTH ANALG 19549 3.08 530

CLIN J PAIN 3564 3.01 117

ANAESTHESIA 6313 2.86 191

J NEUROSURG ANEST 875 2.42 42

CAN J ANAESTH 4177 2.31 83

ACTA ANAESTH SCAND   5182 2.26 189

PEDIATR ANESTH 2562 2.15 153

EUR J ANAESTH 2203 1.86 134

INT J OBSTET ANESTH 769 1.85 70

MINERVA ANESTHESIOL 912 1.61 92
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New AEPs to come: 

 Cardiothoracic Anaesthesia and ICM - facilitator Hans Kirkegaard 

 Neuroanaesthesia and ICM – facilitator Rikka Takala 

 Perioperative medicine and management – facilitator Anna Hårdmark Cedborg 
 

A joint Educational Meeting was held autumn 2010 to bring all the AEP Programme 
Committees together for pooling of resources & lessons learned. Web solution for the AEPs 
– for “students” and faculty has been developed and can be reached from the home page 
www.ssai.info. A Common secretariat for the AEPs have been discussed and is much 
needed. 
In summary it is obviuos that a Scandinavian network of anaesthesiologist is beeing 
promoted through the SSAI Programmes.  

 
b. The Clinical Practice Committee report was given by Sigga Kalman. Clinical Practice 

Committee consist of Jon Henrik Laake from Norway, new Chair as of now, Kirsten Møller 
from Denmark, Michael Haney from Sweden, Kai Kivilouma from Finland, Jannicke Mellin-
Olsen from Norway, Gummi (Guðmundur) Klemenzson from Iceland and Sigga Kalman from 
Sweden.  
 
The GRADE system for guidelines. The CPC and currently working guideline groups 
participated in a course on the GRADE system in Oslo 9th to 11th of May. The SSAI board 
have decided that the GRADE system should be the procedural standard for guideline 
development for SSAI and that previous 6 guidelines should be revised in the GRADE 
system. 
 
On-going guideline work is:  
Acute Renal Failure, with working group Palle Toft, Ville Pettilä, Jan Fredrik Bugge, Alma 
Möller and Marcus Broman. 
 Acute Circulatory Failure with working group Anders Perner, Eija Junttila, Reidar Kvåle, Kari 
Hreinson and Michael Haney.  
Acute Respiratory Failure with working group Morten Freundlich, Tero Varpula, Tor Aksel 
Aasmundstad, Anneli Fagerberg and Ivar Gunnarsson.  
 
Ongoing revision:  
Pre-hospital airway with chair Per Kristian Hyldemo. 
 
 

http://www.ssai.info/
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What Guideline next? Already existing proposals for new guidelines were named: Obstetric 
anaesthesia, propofol sedation delivered by non-anaesthesia personnel, in-hospital difficult 
airway management and use of blood products during bleeding. But the Committee 
suggests that no further guidelines should be initiated in 2011 and is supported by the 
Board to await evaluation of the work with the GRADE system. 
 
Quality registers, electronic documentation and patient safety – have all been suggested to 
be part of CPC future activity.  
 

c. The Research Committee report was given by Eldar Søreide. Anders Åneman will not 
continue as chair of the research committee and the SFAI Board need to propose a new 
Swedish member. The research committee will suggest a new chair for the committee to 
the SSAI Board.  
 
An announcement for Scandinavian research collaboration will be uploaded on the SSAI 
home page with deadline early autumn 2011. To be decided at the January meeting in Oslo 
2012. 

 
4. Report Acta Foundation report was given by the Chief editor Lars Rasmussen.    

 

 
Above yearly account 
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Below the grants that have been given from the Acta Foundation 

Acta-Foundation Grants  (1995-2010), status at 31.12.2010 in DKK      

SSAI congresses  2.977.627 

SSAI winter meetings  683.120 

ACTA promotion  562.896 

EC activities   2.937.062 

CPC activities   280.924 

RC activities  911.795 

Others 171.778 

Remaining Grants   (to be used within the 5 years limits)  2.720.608 

Total  11.245.810 

 
Acta foundation has since 1995 given DKK 11.245.810 as grants to forward Scandinavian 

Anaesthesiology. Left to use the coming 5 years is 2.7 million DKK. From the accounting year 2010 DKK 

769.862 could be set aside to coming grants.  
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Acta Foundation informed the SSAI Board that they will support the next congress in Iceland with DKK 

200 000 to the congress abstract book (Acta- supplementum), and as well as DKK 100.000 to reduce the 

congress fee for young doctors in the same way as Acta foundation supports the congress in 

Gothenburg, Odense, Bergen and Turko. 

 
5. Report from the Congress in Bergen was given by Congress President Hans Flaatten. 

Recruitment of participants have been good (below a graph demonstration over which 
week the participants registered). Dead-line for cheap registration was week 15. 
 

 
 

 
Participant profile 
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Nationality of faculty including 13 simulation sessions 
 

 
 
 
Faculty commitments 

 Total 273 tasks (lectures, chairs, instructors) 
- 33 Simulation sessions 
- 15 Abstract sessions 
- 36 Plenary sessions 
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- 138 lectures 

 Mean tasks faculty member (extended) 
- 2.4 
- Range 1 - 6 
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Budget and economy 
 

 
 
There has not been possible to attract as many major sponsors as in Odense but income and 
expenses are expected to balance in a positive way.  
 
Electronic posters have been introduced and distributed among the participants as a USB-
memory. 
 
The development in number and type of abstracts during the past 10 year: 
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6. Financial report of SSAI was given by Tom Silvfast, Honorary Treasurer.  

SSAI income statement 2010 2010 (DKK) 2009 (DKK’000) 
Revenue   (1) 508,760 0  
Other operating income 1,709,3781 1,803  
Other external expenses (991,489) (1,655)  
Operating profit/(loss) 1,226,649 148  
Financial income 186,832 306  
Financial expenses (44,754) (1)  
  
Profit from ordinary activities 1,368,727 453  
Tax on profit for the year 0 0   
Profit for the year 1,368,727 453 
 
Revenue 2010 (DKK) 2009 (DKK’000)  
Membership fees Norway 2009 & 2010 143,020 0  
Membership fees Iceland 2009 5,560 0  
Membership fees Finland 2009 & 2010 143,160 0  
Membership fees Denmark 2009 76,100 0  
Membership fees Sweden 2009 & 2010 140,920 0  
 508,760 0  
Other operating income 2010 (DKK) 2009 (DKK’000) 
Income from course activity 449,105 1,114  
Income from congress 838,397 343  
Grants from Acta Foundation 421,876 334  
 1,709,378 1,803   
Other external expenses 2010 (DKK) 2009 (DKK’000)  
Course activity 580,614 1,266  
Board Meetings 126,311 159  
Educational Committee 211,993 176  
Administrative expenses 72,571 54  
 991,489 1,655  
Financial income ς expenses 2010 (DKK) 2009 (DKK’000) 
Financial income 
Dividend on shares 184,747 199  
Interest on bank account 2,085 1  
Gain on shares due to appreciation 0 106  
 186,832 306  
Financial expenses  
Fee on bank account 2,000 1  
Loss on shares/bonds due to appreciation 42,754 0  
 44,754 1   
Balance sheet at 31

th
 December 2010 2010 (DKK) 2009 (DKK’000) 

Fixed assets 4,051,842 4,094  
Receivables 303,656 255  
Cash 2,190,494 847  
Current assets 2,494,150 1,102  
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Assets 6,545,992 5,196  

a. The audited annual account for the last six years was submitted for approval. 
The account was approved by the General Assembly. 

b. The suggested budget for the next two years was approved. 
 
7. Membership fee for 2011 to 2011 was decided to be 550 DDK in accordance with the 

proposal from the treasurer and the SSAI Board. 
 
8. Relief of responsibility of the Board was approved. 
 
9. Election of: 

a. Auditors. 
DeLoitte was elected. 

b. President. 
Sigridur Kalman was elected for four years. 

c. General Secretary.  
Anne Berit Guttormsen was elected for four years. 

 
10. The SSAI homepage. Anne Berit Guttormsen gave a report and is planning some 

changes. She calls for information from all members and membership countries. 
 
11. Proposals. There were no proposals. 
 
12. Future plans for the 32th SSAI Congress in Turku 2013 was presented by Riikka Takala. The 

topic of the congress will be `Focus on Brain´. The venue has been decided to be the newly 
built LOGOMO, www.logomo.fi. The congress will be held between Monday the 26th and 
Thursday the 29th of August 2013. The Congress President is Professor Klaus Olkkola and the 
Congress Secretary Riikka Takala. The congress office is the Congress office, Turku (head Jaana 
Lindgren). A flyer has been produced. More information about the congress can be found on 
www.congress.utu.fi/ssai2013 and on our homepage SSAI.info. 

 
13. Future plans for the 33th SSAI Congress in Reykjavik 2015. The Congress President will be 

Alma Möller, Congress Secretary will be Gísli Sigurdarsson and Treasurer will be Kári 
Hreinsson. Congress venue will most probably be the newly built opera house Harpa. Dates 
will most probably be in the very end of June. 

 
14. Any other business.  

No other business was put forward. 
 

http://www.logomo.fi/
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15. Closing. The meeting is closed by President Eldar Søreide. 


